APHORISMS.       .                          79

it with the love of all excellence. Yet the most
heroic cannot do without a dose of circumspection.
The counsels of old Polonius to Laertes are less
sublime than Hamlet's soliloquy, but they have
their place. Bacon's chapters are a manual of
circumspection, whether we choose to give to
circumspection a high or a low rank in the list
of virtues. Bacon knew of the famous city
which had three gates, and on the first the
horseman read inscribed, "Be bold"; and on
the second gate yet again, "Be bold, and ever-
more be bold " ; and on the third it was written,
"Be not too bold."

This cautious tone had been brought about
by the circumstances of the time. Government
was strict; dissent from current opinions was
dangerous; there was no indifference and hardly
any tolerance; authority was suspicious and it
was vindictive. When the splendid genius of
Burke rose like a new sun into the sky, the
times were happier, and nowhere in our literature
does a noble prudence wear statelier robes than
in the majestic compositions of Burke.

Those who are curious to follow the literature
of aphorism into Germany, will, with the mighty